
 

Dear Friends in Christ,                                                                                                                       June 10, 2020 

Rejoice! Christ is risen! He is risen Indeed! Alleluia!  When Jesus appeared risen to his disciples from the dead 
he said, “Rejoice!” In our Sunday morning Bible study, we are working our way through “A Little Book on 
Joy,” written by Matthew Harrison. That little word, “Rejoice”, spoken by Jesus, is the same root word for the 
Greek word for “grace.” Jesus’ words are more than mere words of greeting. His words bring hope and life.  
When Jesus appeared to the disciples alive, His resurrection assures us that death been swallowed up in 
victory. Christ gave His life as a ransom for us, overcoming sin, death, and the devil. Death has no power over 
us.  

While we have not been able to gather for worship for the past two months, God has been with us. The same 
Christ who was with us before the shelter in place orders, still sends His Holy Spirit to be with us in His Word.  
You are not alone. We have been given peace and joy through the Good News of Christ.  

The Board of Elders have formulated a plan to return to worship and receive Holy Communion. This will be a 
phased plan that will be dependent upon the executive orders of the Governor and will seek to follow federal 
and state guidelines. 

We will resume worship in the Sanctuary this coming Sunday, June 14, 2020. Although we are nearing the 
Summer worship schedule when we ordinarily offer one service, the first step will be to offer two types of 
services, each with different purpose. 

● For the 8:00 am service: All present at the 8:00 am service will be required to wear a mask. A cantor 
will sing the hymns with organ accompaniment. We will not have congregant singing.  

● For the 9:30 am service: Masks are encouraged when social distancing is not possible. We will have 
congregant singing.  

For everyone’s safety we will be limiting attendance to less than 50% capacity. In keeping with social 
distancing guidance, worship attendance will be limited to 74 people at each service. Please register your 
attendance with Signup Genius or by calling the church office. 

No one is obligated to come to worship if you do not feel safe. We will continue to provide pre-recorded 
worship services for those who stay at home. Older adults and people who have underlying medical 
conditions, like heart or lung disease or diabetes, seem to be at higher risk and are encouraged to stay home.  
If you do not have access to online worship, please let us know and we can provide alternative options for 
worship, including Worship Anew DVDs or copies of the pre-recorded service. 

As we begin this schedule there will be no Bible study between services to allow for time to sanitize the 
sanctuary between services. The way we worship will be different for a time. However, “Jesus Christ is the 
same, yesterday, today and forever.” May we continue to stand strong in faith as we walk in the newness of 
life. 

Your Servant in Christ 

Pastor James Kroonblawd  
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Psalm 122:1  

I was glad when they said unto me, Let us go into the house of the Lord. (ESV) 
 
 

Before Coming to Church 
 

● Prior to worship and during worship, families with children are encouraged to help the children 
understand the importance for your family to stay together the entire time you are in the facility 
for the safety of all those who are gathering for worship. 

● All attending the 8:00 am service  are to wear a facemask. 
● For those attending the 9:30 am service, masks are encouraged when you enter and exit the 

facility, when singing and whenever you are able. Please be considerate of your neighbor’s 
safety by wearing a mask, especially when singing and when social distancing is not possible. 

● We also realize that children, specifically young children, might not want to wear a mask. 
● Thank you for your respect and loving care for one another in this way. 
● Please note that initially we will be limiting the number of people in the sanctuary to 50% or 74 

people. 

Entering the Facility 

● Plan on worshiping with your family (those living with you in your household).  
● Please maintain social distancing while you are on the TLO grounds and in the facility. 
● We ask that you only enter on the sanctuary level using the two main entry doors into the 

narthex.  
● When you greet others, avoid touching. 
● When you enter the facility, please use the hand sanitizer.  
● Please proceed to the nearest sanctuary entry door and seat yourself filling in the farthest back 

seats available. 
● Please be courteous toward one another and patient with one another. Practice social 

distancing of 6 feet or more from others in the sanctuary. 

Entering the Sanctuary 

● Please seat yourself. Pews will be marked off showing which pews are open for seating.  
● To maintain proper social distancing, only with those of the same household living together are 

to sit together. 
● An offering plate will be near the entrance. Or you are encouraged to give online. 
● Seating will be staggered every other row so that people cannot sit closer than 6 feet. Please 

maintain social distancing with others not in your household sitting in the same row with you. 



 

● If you have your own Lutheran Service Book hymnal you are encouraged to bring the hymnal 
with you, as pew hymnals will not be available. 

● Ventilation will be increased as much as possible. Therefore, weather permitting, windows and 
doors will be opened. Plan that there could be a breeze near the windows. 

● To make sure that we stay within the 74 person limit, we ask you to register on Sign-up Genius 
or by calling the church office (651-454-7235). 

Holy Communion in Corporate Worship 

● At this time Holy Communion will be offered only on Wednesdays in the sanctuary for 
individuals and family groups up to 7 people or by appointment with the pastor. 

● Please register through Signup Genius or by calling the church office. 
 

Exiting the Sanctuary 

● When the service is complete, those in the front of the sanctuary please exit first maintaining 
social distancing,  

● Please do not congregate in the narthex, but proceed immediately outside to briefly greet one 
another and have conversations at a safe distance. 

Nursery and Restroom facilities 

● Only use the bathrooms on the sanctuary level. This will mitigate how much of the building we 
will need to clean and sanitize in preparation for the next group of worshipers. The nursery will 
be closed except for use by mothers with infants or for children using the bathroom. 

● Please, one person in the restroom at any time. When finished, please sanitize the area using 
the materials provided. 

Every Day Practices 

● Please continue to pray for one another, for the holy Christian Church throughout the world, for 
our congregation, and for your pastor. 

● Please continue to pray for our president and nation, our governor and state, and our mayors 
and communities. 

● Please be patient and forgiving.   
● Each person is encouraged to respect the Christian liberty of others, refraining from forming 

opinions about others in terms of whether or not they attend in-person services, wear a face 
covering, or socially distance.   

● Our highest desire is for the spiritual care of our members and guests, while maintaining a 
conscientious desire for the physical care of those gathering in worship. 

 
 



 

Common Sense Guidelines 
● On the morning before coming to service, we ask if you could do a self-evaluation to make sure 

that you are showing no signs or symptoms of COVID-19   
● Please stay at home if you are ill or showing symptoms of COVID-19 (cough, shortness of breath, 

difficulty breathing, chills, muscle pain, headache, sore throat, fever, and loss of taste or smell). 
● Likewise, if someone in your household is ill, or if you have been in close contact with someone 

who has contracted COVID-19 please stay home. 
● Please know the risks and choose wisely and appropriately whether or not you should attend 

worship services in person. Persons over 65 and those with underlying health conditions (e.g. 
heart disease, lung disease, diabetes) are at greater risk of severe illness or death from COVID-
19. Do not feel compelled to attend public worship services until you feel comfortable with the 
potential health risk.  The Service of the Word will continue to be pre-recorded, and available on 
our website for those who choose to stay home. Wednesday Communion services will also 
continue to be offered each week. And we will continue to mail out the service in hard copy. 

● Please wash your hands often. 
● Please avoid touching your face, especially your mouth, nose, and eyes, with your fingers or 

hands. 
● Please cover coughs and sneezes with a tissue or use the inside of your elbow. Used tissues 

should be thrown in the trash and hands washed. 

 
Psalm 99:1-5 

 
The Lord reigns; let the peoples tremble! 

   He sits enthroned upon the cherubim; let the earth quake! 
 

The Lord is great in Zion; 
he is exalted over all the peoples. 

 
Let them praise your great and awesome name! Holy is he! 

The King in his might loves justice. 
     

You have established equity; you have executed justice 
and righteousness in Jacob. 

 
Exalt the Lord our God; worship at his footstool! 

Holy is he! 

 
 


